" [It is] like the eighth wonder of the world. "
Jens Franzen, Natural History Museum of Basel, Switzerland, who was involved in analysing the fossil.
" Any pop band is doing the same thing.
We have to start thinking the same way in science. "
Hurum justifies the attention.
" There was a TV company involved and time pressure. We've been pushed to finish the study; it's not how I like to do science. "
Hurum's co-worker Philip Gingerich of the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, reflects. The resolution was defeated by 2,590 votes to 1,607 on 18 May. Supporters of the 'Beagle Campaign' that put forward the resolution say they will continue to advocate their cause. But the committee, which included former National Institutes of Health head Harold Varmus, recommended that $13 billion be invested in fulfilling healthrelated Millennium Development Goals put forward by the United Nations, with another $2 billion for combating injuries and non-communicable conditions, such as heart disease. In addition, it advised that an inter-agency global health committee be created and located in the White House to coordinate such activities.
JOHN MADDOX
A memorial meeting to celebrate the life of Sir John Maddox, the editor of Nature for many years, will be held on Friday 5 June 2009 at 6 p.m., followed by a reception, at The Royal Institution, 21 Albemarle Street, London W1S 4BS. Those wishing to attend should notify Diane Kempinski at Nature, d.kempinski@nature.com. Places are limited.
Delays to satellite launches put GPS at risk
Concern over the future performance of the US Global Positioning System (GPS) went up a notch last week as a government watchdog official warned that the US Department of Defense faced substantial challenges meeting its space-programme commitments.
A report from the Government Accountability Office (GAO) on 30 April had cautioned that new GPS satellites might not be launched in time to replace the ageing constellation that is currently in orbit. And on 20 May, Cristina Chaplain, GAO director of acquisition and sourcing, told the Senate committee on armed services that cost overruns of space programmes are part of the problem.
Dave Buckman, of the US Air Force Space Command, quickly replied on a Twitter feed that "GPS isn't falling out of the sky". Still, a temporary decline in performance might cause a problem for scientists who rely on GPS-positioned equipment that cannot be easily upgraded, such as low Earth-orbiting satellites, says Marek Ziebart, a space geodesy researcher at University College London. 
